THE GREAT TUDORS
attack the next objective, the town of Horta, without him.
Sir Gelly Meyricke and Sir Christopher Blount, two of
Essex's supporters, refused to follow him. Horta was
captured without their assistance, but when Essex arrived at
last, Sir Gelly and his friends did their best to persuade him
to court-martial Raleigh and sentence him to death. For-
tunately, his charm and the tact of Lord Thomas Howard
saved the situation. Raleigh was always in danger from
such nonentities. Later on the same Sir Christopher Blount
fired four shots at him during a parley on the Thames. The
greater part of the population of England would have done
him an injury if they could. The carriage in which he drove
to his trial had to be protected by armed guards from the
fury of the crowd. But he had a proper contempt for them:
" As we see it in experience, That dogs doe alwaies barke at
those they know not; and that it is in their nature to accom-
pany one another in those clamours: so it is with the incon-
siderate multitude."
The monstrous trial for High Treason against King James
the First was the climax of all the hatred which his double
power inspired. No Soviet or Nazi injustice has been more
shameless. Communists and Fascists have principles to
excite them and pervert their judgment. Raleigh's judges
and jury were swayed only by personal animosity. On the
Bench were the very Privy Councillors who had planned the
prosecution, including Lord Henry Howard who, for some
time even before James had left Scotland, had been poison-
ing his mind against Raleigh. Gawdy himself, one of the
judges, said before his death that English justice had never
been so debased as by Raleigh's trial and condemnation.
Many of the charges were ridiculous, and there was
practically no evidence except a statement by the weak-
witted Lord Cobham which he had already recanted.
Raleigh was allowed no counsel nor was he allowed to speak
until the whole case for the prosecution had been completed.
The trial is interesting, if only because it provides another
example of the fury which an intelligent man can unwit-
tingly provoke from the stupid. The more skilful and the
wiser Raleigh's answers were, the more the Attorney-
General became enraged.
" I do not hear yet that you have spoken one word against
me; here is no treasoi^ of mine done. If my Lord Cobham
be a traitor, what is that to me ? "
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